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In ſpecie autem fictæ ſimulationis, ſicut reliquæ virtutes, 
ita Pietas ineſſe non poteſt ; cum qua ſimul et ſancti- 
tatem et religionem tolli neceſſe eſt : quibus ſublatis, 
perturbatio vitz ſequitur, et magna confuſio. At- 

ue haud ſcio, an pietate adverſus Deos ſublata, 
des etiam, et ſocietas generis humani, et una ex- 

cellentiſſima virtus, juſtitia, tollatur. | 
_ Cicero de Nat. Deor. I. i. ſ. 2. 
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5 ACT 


HE following treatiſe is unqueſtion- 

ably upon a ſubje& of the utmoſt 
importance to the comfort and happineſs 
of individuals, and the peace and welfare 
of ſociety—That worſpip of God, without 
which even the practice of moral virtue 
can't be duly ſupported amongſt mankind, 
nor encouraged and enforced by ſuch mo. 
tives, as are ſufficient to balance thoſe 
powerful temptations to vice, which every 
age, and every nation, ſo plentifully abound 
with. 


The fear of God, or an habitual reſpect 
to his being, perfections, providence and 
SS... 
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will, is neceſſarily ſuppoſed and n 
in the, rational and acceptable worſhip of 
him, and is at the ſame time impreſſed and 
{trengthned by men's frequent and habi- 
tual attendance on it. This ſacred diſpo- 
ſition, as it is fit and becoming in its na- 
tore, is of perpetual uſe in human liſe; 
is that by which men are moſt effectually 
led to depart from evil, and moſt; power- 
fully excited to think of, and do thoſe 
things which are excellent and praiſe wor- 
thy. But how can this reverential awe of 

| God. be kept up, and rendered ſo habitual 

| to the mind, as to become a genuine prin- 
| ciple of action, and influenc ce men to diſ- 
charge their duty in the reſpective ſtations, 

| which nature and providence have placed 

Fo _themin? It is to be feared, that many 
perſons ſeldom or never think of God, 
their relations and obligations to him 
never offer up their thankſgivings to him 
| for the mercies.they enjoy, for the means 

| af grace, and the hopes of glory; never 
make their prayers and ſupplications to 


[ 
| 
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Mm, in acknowledgment of their de- 
pendance on him, for the daily bleſſings 
they ſtand in need of, and that they may 
finally obtain eternal life; — never read 
That good word of God, which beſt de- 
ſcribes what he is, and what they have to 
hope, and fear from him never attend 
chat miniſtry of the word, which was in- 
ſtituted for their inſtruction; nor join 
min [thoſe ſolemn ſervices of the church, 
which are appointed as a publick proteſt 
for the being and providence of God, and 
as a memorial of his creating, governing, 
and redeeming the world by Jeſus Chriit 
his Son: And can there be any due reve- 
rence for God maintained, without theſe 
means to excite, cultivate, and eftabliſh 
it? It is impoſſible in its nature; and we 
Ekhow by too ſatisfying and melancholy an 
experience, that ſuch perſons, of all ranks 
and degrees, who habitually neglect, and 
throw contempt upon the inſtitutions ef 
Private and publick worſhip, are generally 
| A 2 
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as deſtitute of all regard to God, and ut- 
ter ſtrangers to the influence of his fear. 


- 
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| Now let any conſiderate perſon reflet 


with himſelf, and ſeriouſly think; when 


therè is no fear of God before men's eyes- 


nor any principles and diſpoſitions of reli- 
gion to influence and govern them, what 
guides they are leſt to the direction of, 
and what muſt be the neceſſary motives of 
their habitual conduct. They can, in the 


nature of things, be no other than thoſe 


of their own paſſions and appetites, 'the 


"cuſtoms and prevailing manners of man- 


kind, perſonal advantage, pleaſure and 


conveniency, with other things of like na- 
ture: All which are conſiderations of little 
or no force, abſtracted from other things, 
0 ſecure the practice of moral virtue; or 


indeed rather tend to ſubvert the founda- 


tions of it,—to deſtroy all regard thereto» 


and to lead mankind into all the enormities 


af wickedneſs and vice. 
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For if men have no other rules of action 
but thoſe which I have juſt mentioned; 
© If their paſſions have nothing to curb and 
reſtrain them; if the cuſtoms of the world 
favour their indulgence if example and 


faſhion recommend and encourage this, 


and men have no other reaſons to abſtain 
from the moſt criminal liberties, but con- 
venĩency or ſafety; it is evident, that with- 
in theſe bounds they may be as wicked as 
they pleaſe, and. that they can have no ar- 
guments and motives to preſerve them 
from the groſſeſt crimes, their corrupt incli- 
nations may lead them to the commiſſion 
of. 


This, undoubtedly, is the true cauſe of 
that prodigious depravity of manners, which 
ſo much prevails in the world, Men firſt 
grow extreamly profane, and then deſpe- 
rately wicked. They have left off to wor- 
ſhip God, and then become void of all 
reverence ta the laws of God and man. 
God is: not in all their thoughts, and 
A3 
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therefore they are driven by their paſſione 
to work out all iniquity with greedineſs, 
and will go with the multitude to do evil, 
without regarding the conſequences of their 
actions, or attending to the ruin in which 
their conduct muſt finally involve them. 


Such perſons therefore, who are reat 
friends to moral virtue, and wiſh to ſee it 
prevail amongſt all ranks and degrees of 
men, ſuch as wiſh well to the peace of ſoci- 


ety, and the proſperity of their Country, 


* 
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muſt, one would think, be as real friends' 
to true religion ; — attend themſelves on 
the ſervices of the church, and encou- 
rage and recommend the worſhip of God 
by their own example: becauſe it hath 
been found conſtantly true, that no pre- 
vailing ſenſe of God can be kept up in 
the minds of ſuch perſons, who wholly 
eſtrange themſelves from his worſhip ; and 
that no conſiderations will be ſufficient to 
keep men ſteadily virtuous, if they have 
thrown off all fear of almighty God, and 
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will not retain the knowledge and 2 
of him in their hearts. 


If indeed, men are determined to go on 
in their vices without reformation, it is no 
wonder they ſhould harden themſelves a- 
gainſt the fear of God, and utterly abſtain 
from all thoſe means, which tend to culti- 
vate and improve this ſacred diſpoſition. 
For where there is any abiding ſenſe of 
| God; men will, whenever they reflect, be 
uneaſy in their own minds, at the remem- 
brance of their crimes; and naturally 
ſtrive to get intirely rid of all thoſe conſi- 
derations, which would check and terrify 
them in their criminal practices, if they are 
determined at all events to perſevere in 
them. And I doubt not, that this is too 
generally the reaſon why ſo many abſtain 
from the ſervices of the Church, viz. We- 
cauſe they do not care to be put in mind of 
their ſins, or to hear of the hazard they run 
by committing them, | 
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; The ſervices of our church are excellent- 
ly well adapted to bring bad men to recol- 
lection, and excite them to repentance and 
amendment.- The general confeſſion, : re- 
peated by all after the miniſter, is very ſo- 
lemn and affecting; and the petitions, 
10 ſpare thou . O God, which confeſs 
« their faults :” „ reſtore thou them- that 
i are penitent; certainly imply, that men 
cannot expect God ſhould ſpare them, if 
they do not ſeriouſly confeſs their faults , 
or that he will reſtore them to favour, 
if they are not true penitents ; 7. e. ſorry 
for their paſt ſins, and determined for the 
future to amend them. The abſolution 
alſo, pronounced by the miniſter, is intirely 
confined to thoſe who truly repent, and un- 
 feignedly believe God's holy goſpel; and he 
who hears it pronounced, without being 
determined to repent, or who is coafcions, | 
that he doth not unfeignedly believe his 
boly goſpel, hath no part in this abſolution, 
and renounceth the hope of God's forgive- 


peſfs. The prayers, that God in his good- 
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neſs would deliver us from evil, from fon, 
from the crafts and aſſaults of the devil, from | 
blinaneſs of heart, pride, vain-glory, enty, ; 
hatred, malice, and all uncharitableneſs, from 
hardneſs ef heart, and contempt of bis word 
and commandment : — theſe, and the like 
prayers, I ſay, can never be joined in; 
without the moſt deteſtable hypocriſy, pro- 
faneneſs and impiety, if thoſe who ſay them 
are not convinced of the danger of theſe 
crimes, and really deſirous, that God would 
deliver them from all theſe dreadful evils. In 7 
a word, all the confeſſions and ſupplicati- : 
ons of the church ſervice carry, in their ve- 
ry nature, a proteſt againſt the ſeveral vices 
of mankind ; —ſhew the neceſſity of their 
repentance and amendmenr, as they hope 
to obtain God's. forgiveneſs of them there - 
by, and attain at laſt bis eternal joy, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Now, how can it be expected, that men 
who have thrown off all principles, or who 
are ſo determined in a ſinful life, as to have 
neither reſolution or deſire to mend it, 
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ſhould have any inclination to, or take 
any pleaſure i in thoſe ſervices of the church, 
in which if they join, they profeſs thereby 
to believe what they diſbelieve ; and make 
confeſſion” of ſins which they never intend 
to forſake, and are put in mind f that 
diſpleaſure of almighty God they don't 
care to hear of, and can't hear of without 
being reproached by their own conſciences 
for thoſe evil works, by which they juſtly 
expoſe themſelves to the dreadful effects of 
it, ae} i Writs N 
Should this growing evil, of forſaking 
the public worſhip of God, become gene- 
ral, what muſt the conſequence be, but an 
unbounded licentiouſneſfi of manners 
the diſſolution of all order in Society, — 
the diſturbance of civil, government, and 
_ the endangering, if not ſubverting of our 
conſtitution : — Evils, which every good 
man trembles to think of, and ſhould: uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours to prevent —Evils, 
which muſt ſooner or later take place, , in 


the common courſe of, things, if the ſcale, 
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of Deity be not kept up in the minds of | 
men, and a due regard paid to the day 
appointed for public worſhip, and the ſer- 
vices of the church performed on it; which 
are the only poſſible means, by which the 


fear of God can be perpetuated amongſt 
the generality of mankind. 


The laborious and poorer part of the 
nation can ſcarce poſſibly arrive, without 
public inſtruction, at any proper degree of 
knowledge; but muſt continue ſunk in ig- 
norance; and conlequently fall into the 
loweſt dregs of wickedneſs. Many of 
them cannot ſo much as read ; others have 
no books of inſtruftion, and are no ways 
. capable of inſtructing their families; and 
without ſame inſtructors, how is it poſſible 
they ſhould underſtand their duty to God 
or man? There are ſome perſons indeed 
who think, the poor ſhould not underſtand 
too much; through an apprehenſion, that 
it will render them proud and inſolent, and 
above the labours and ſervices which are 
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peculiar to their ſtations. But this is a 
great miſtake ; a wrong behaviour in every 
condition being the certain effect of igno- 
rance; and not of real knowledge : And 
there cannot be ſo ſtrong and powerful an 
obligation on the conſciences of men to 
act well, in all the various circumſtances 
of life, as that which ariſes from the fear 
of God, and a real perſuaſion, that their 
obtaining his favour, and avoiding his diſ- 
pleaſure, depend on their living righteouſſy, 
and diſcharging with fidelity all the pecu- 
har duties which reſpectively belong to 
them. ot ms 1 be 


And would not men be in the ready way 
to attain this fear of God, which is pro- 
ductive of ſo many amiable effects, could 
they be prevailed with, regularly, to at- 
tend the ſervices of the Church on the 
Lord's day? And as ſcarce any thing is 
more likely to engage them to this, than 
the examples of their ſuperiors, how ear- 
neſtly is it to be wiſhed, that the great 


E 
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and rich would, by their own regular at- 
tendance on them, encourage and per- 
ſuade thoſe, over whom they have autho- 
rity and influence, to a conſtant appear- 
ance in their proper places at divine wor- 
ſhip on the Lord's day. This would be 
an inſtance of a truly publick ſpirit. For, 
as the lower claſſes of men conſtitute by 
far the greateſt part of the nation, the 
keeping them within the bounds of reli- 
gion and virtue, would be making them 
uſeful members of ſociety, and contribut- 
ing, in the moſt eſſential manner, to the 
publick welfare. | 


Would thoſe perſons who are of ſupe- 
rior. rank and condition be more attentive 
to this, they would ſoon experience the 
happy effects of it themſelves, in the peace 
and good order of their families. There 
is no complaint, 1 believe, more general, 
or for which perhaps there is more rea- 
ſon, than the badneſs of ſervants. And 
how ſhould it be otherwiſe? - They have 
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been too often brought up ignorant and 
profane, without any good principles to 
enlighten and improve them, and ſo make 
no conſcience of doing their duty, and 
approving themſelves diligent and faithful 
in the families to which they hire them- 
ſelves: And if they are not obliged by 
their ſuperiors to attend on the ſervices of 
the Church, they muſt, continue without 
any ſenſe of their duty; and. it will be no 
wonder, if from bad they grow worſe, 
and prove the ſcourges and plagues of the 
families which harbour them. But if they 
are obliged, and eſpecially encouraged by 
the example of thoſe they ſerve, regularly 
to perform their duty, by attending at 
Church on the Lord's day, there will be 
hopes of their amendment: And if once 
they can be perſuaded to make conſcience 
of ſerving others with fidelity, they will 
hereby become real bleſſings in their ſta- 
tions, and, in the moſt eſſential man- 
ner, contribute to the peace and comfort. 
ef. the families in which they dwell. 
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If thoſe in the lower ſtations of life 
would but, conſider their own real advan- 
tage, they would never neglect the publick. 
worſhip of God. They cannot but know. 
this to be their duty; and it is always a 
ſatisfaction to any one, to know that he 
doth his duty. They can make no ex- 
cuſes, generally, for not doing it, which 
will juſtify them in ſuch a neglect. The 
Lord's day is a day of reſt from labour. 
Why then cannot they employ their lei- 
ſure in gaining uſeful- knowledge, and in 
worſhipping God their Creator and Re- 
deemerè The labours of the field will 
proſper never the leſs, if the huſbandman 
1mplores the divine bleſſing on them; nor 
will men be leſs likely to be preſerved from 
hghtening and tempeſt, from plague, peſ- 
tilence, and famine, —_- they pray 
every Sunday, Good Lord, deliver us from 
them; nor will they themſelves be leſs di- 
ligent in managing their affairs, or leſs 
likely to ſucceed therein, becauſe they ſe- 
riouſly make the following petition, ©* That 
& 1t may pleaſe thee, to give and preſerve to 

f 
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« our uſe, the kindly fruits of the earth, ſo 
e as in due time we may enjoy them,” Ina 
word, whatever be the labours, and lower 
employments of life, in which any per- 
ſons are engaged, the way to profper, and 
to be eaſy and happy in ther circumſtances, 
is (in the words of the holy apoſtle) zhere- 
is to abide with God, by acknowledging 
their dependence on him, attending on the 
ſtated means of grace, and paying regu- 
larly their devotions to him. | 


\ 


To promote this great and uſeful deſign, 
I have offered to the publick this ſmall 
treatiſe, : And I ſhall think myſelf ex- 
treamly happy, ſhould 1 in any meaſure 
check the growing profaneneſs of the age 
I live in, by perſuading thoſe, into whoſe 
hands theſe ſheets may fall, to that reli- 
pious obſervance of the Lord's day; with- 
out which, I am fully convinced, a due 
ſenſe of religion can never be ſupported; 
nor conſequently the true happineſs of theſe 
nations be ever eſtabliſhed on a ſolid and 

laſting foundation. | | 
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INDISPENSIBLE DUTY 
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HE groſs negle&t, which many are 

A guilty of, in abſenting themſelves 
from the public worſhip of God, and the 
unbecoming behaviour which may be ob- 
ſerved in ſome who attend 'it, render it 
needful, that both the »ne and the othes 
ſhould be reminded of their duty, and 

- made ſenſible of their obligations to per- 
form it as they ought. 


, 


I ſhall firſt addreſs myſelf to thoſe, who 
by choice ſeldom appear at church, or in 
B 
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any religious aſſemblies ; and will endea- 
vour to convince them of the unreaſon- 
ableneſs of ſuch their wilful abſence, by 
reminding them 


Firſt, How contrary it is to that, which 
hath been the general practice of mankigd, 
and how oppoſite to the dictates of reaſon. 


Secondly, To the revealed will of God. 


"Thirdly, How repugnant to their chriſ- 
tian profeſſion, and the eſſential character 
of all true chriſtians. And withal ſhall 
ſhew the bad conſequences of their con- 
duct to themſelves, and of their Wl « ex. 
ample to others. 


(..) It is a contradiction, or contrariety to 
that, which has been the general practice of 
mankind; and I would deſire them to con- 
der, that ſo great, and ſo general a regard 

has, in all ages, been paid to public worſhip, 
that under all the miſtakes and miſapprehen- 
fions of men, concerning the true nature of 


the Public Warſhip of GOD. 2 
the object of that worſhip, and amidſt all the 
diverſity of opinions which has prevailed, 
with reſpect to the mode or manner of per- 
forming it; ſtill it has remained a doctrine, 
in which mankind have generally agreed, 
that public worſhip ſhould be performed, 
as a duty of all men. 


And whence ſhould ſuch an opinion have 
ariſen, and continued through the ſeveral 
generations of men, but from the dictates 


of our common reaſon? For, how very 
ſtrongly and eaſily might it be inferred by 


all, who lived in the belief of a Supreme 


Being, the Creator and Governor of all 
things, that he is worthy the adoration and 
worſhip of all his reaſonable. creatures; 
and that each for himſelf was obliged, by 
virtue of that dependance which creatures 
have on their Creator, to aſk of him thoſe 
things which they ſtand in need of, and to 
return him the tribute of their praiſe and 
thankſgivings, for the private and particu- 
lar bleſſings which they enjoyed? 
B 2 
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And the inference from hence is farther - 
equally reaſonable, that when men were 
formed into ſocieties, and ſtood in need of 
thoſe things, which were neceſſary to the 
fafety and flouriſhing eſtate thereof ; they 
ought, as all the members of ſuch ſocieties 
have a joint concern in whatever related to 
their common peace and welfare, with one. 
voice and conſent, to pray for the vouch- 
ſafement of ſuch bleſſings, in ſocial or pub- 
lic worſhip; and in like manner make. 
grateful and public acknowledgments, with 
united praiſes and thankſgivings, on their 
receiving thoſe bleſſings. What 1s there. 
herein, which is not moſt agreeable to the 
, dictates of reaſon, which is the law of our 
nature ? We often indeed deviate from it, 
T herefore we. may obſerve, 


(2) That Gad, in his aid ind 3 | 
neſs, gave an early and expreſs revelation 
of his will herein, by the appointment 
of the Sabbath-day, at the cloſe of the 
creation; when our Maker is ſaid, % 


- Gen, ii. v. 3. 
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have ſan#ified it ; that is, pronounced it 
holy, ſeparated, or ſet it apart for holy 
uſes; for that is. the ſignification. of the 
words, ſanfifying a thing; and when God 
ſo ſanctified the ſeventh day, it may well 
be interpreted as a declaration of his will, 
that it ſhould be ſanctiſied, ſet apart by us, 
as it had been by himſelf, for his ſervice, 
and for his public worſhip. 


Accordingly, we find, that Cain and 
Abel, the two eldeſt of the children of 
Adam, agreed herein, that publick ac- 
knowledgments were to be mace unto 
the Lord; for they brought their re- 
ſpective offerings before him, at a ſet time; 
which there is no room to doubt, was the 
time ſo lately ſanctified, or ſet a- part, for 
fuch purpoſes. And, at the concluſion of 
the ſame chapter, when Seth, another ſon 
born unto Adam, had himſelf a ſon, called 


Engs, we read: Then men began to call on 


the name | of the Lord, with public forms 
of worſhip, and with * and . 


„Gen. iv, 1 ba A 
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therein, as ſome learned men have, with 
good reaſon, been of opinion. And as ſuch 
public religious ſervice could not be per- 
formed, without ſome one to preſide. there- 
in; fo, long before the- inſtitution * of the 
Jewiſh prieſthood, long before any ta- 
bernacle or temple was erected, or any 
ſervices were ordered to be performed 
therein, we read, of Melch ſedect, as-prieſt_ 
of the Moſt High. God, as well as king of. 
Salem. For kings were prieſts in theſe early 
days; therefore were obliged. to have regard 
to their office in each reſpect; and if ap- 
pointed as prieſts for their people in things 
pertaining to God, they could not diſcharge 
their duty in this part of the truſt, with- 
1 out requiring thoſe of their houſhold, to aſ- 
11 ſemble for the worſhip. of God, .eſpecially. | 
| on his Sabbaths, which he had ſanctified. 


Henee, that divine commendation given 
to Abraham, who was honoured as 4 
mighty prince by thoſe among whom he 
lived : I know bim, ſays God himſelf, 
that be will command. his children, and bis- 


Gen. ir. + Gen. xxiii. 6. 


— 
= 
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 bbuſhold after him; and they ſhall keep the 
way of the Lord. Of theſe words it is no 
ſtrained, . or forced interpretation, to ſay, 
that the religious obſervance of the Sab- 
bath by himſelf and his houſhold is includ- 
ed in them; for, to keep the way of the 
Lord, is to perſiſt in. the. worſhip and ſer- 
vice of God F. And how can we keep the 
way of the Lord, .in -any better, or in any 
other manner, than by doing. that which 
he has commanded z..or how perſiſt in his 
worſhip and ſervice, without a religious ob- 
ſervance of the day appropriated by him- | 
ſelf to his wWorſhip, ſanctified, ſet apart for | 
that end? Abraham's regard to this, and 
taking care that others, under his com- 
mand, behaved in like manner, was, we 
may juſtly believe, in great meaſure, the 
foundation of that commendation, which is 
recorded to his immortal honour; for it is 
aſſigned as the cauſe, or reaſon, of that 
gracious declaration, that in him ſhould all 
the families of the earth be bleſſed f. 
Gen. xvii. 19. f Gen. xvii. 1. 
See Biſhop Patrick. on the. Place. | 
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Let none then think, that the obligation 
to keep the Sabbath holy, for the purpoſes: 
of religious worſhip, had its riſe at the deli- 
very of the Law from Mount Sinai; for be- 
fore the delivery of the Law, we find the Sab- 
bath mentioned, and a very religious regard 
enjoined to be had thereto, as a duty to which 
mankind were no ſtrangers . And in the 
fourth commandment we find, it is ſpoken 
of as a day well known to be ſet apart for 
an holy reſt, or Sabbath, even from the 
beginning of the world T. So that from 
hence it appears, that thoſe who now refuſe 
to join in public worſhip ;- who, though 
calling theniſelves Chriſtians, are ſeldom or 
never ſeen in the congregations of Chriſ- 
tians, not even on the Lord's day, are here- 
in grievous tranſgreſſors of their duty; and 
chat they act contrary to the revealed vill of 
God under every diſpenſation 0 of religion. 


N. 


1 This 18 eien from the original n 
tion of the Sabbath. in the firſt age of the 


„ Exod. xvi, 23, 26, | . 11. 


* 
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world ; its obſervance under the patriarchal 
ſtate; from the renewal of the command to 
keep it holy, at the delivery of this law, 
among others, by the miniſtry of Moſes; 
and from its being frequently inculcated, 
during the miniſtry of the prophets who 
ſucceeded him; who often rebuked the pro- 
fanations thereof, and reminded thoſe, to. 
whom they were ſent, of the high regard. 
which was due thereto ; that God claimed 
it as his day, calling it, by his prophet 
Tfaiah, My noLy day; and that it was-theit. 
duty to account the keeping of it holy, 10 be 
honourable, as what would redound to _their- 
honour, as the ſame. prophet aſſures us *.. 


And that the religious. obſervance of 
one day in ſeven, freed from all ſuperſti- 
tious and uncharitable conſtructions of that 
reſt which was enjoined-thereon, is a duty 
of perpetual obligation, may be concluded 

from hence: That when our Lord corrected 
the Jews for their ſuperſtitious obſervance 

of their Sabbath, he doth not correct them. 


" - Iſaiah. lviii, I 3˙. 


\ 
J 
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for obſerving the day, but their miſtakes, as 
to the manner of their obſerving it, and the 
nature of that reſt, which they imagined was 
enjoined on it; as if no works, not even thoſe 
of neceſſity, with reſpect to ourſelves, nor 
thoſe of mercy and charity, with reſpect. to 
others, could be allowed to be performed 
thereon. This opinion he reproves and 
refutes, by appealing to the example of 
holy David, in a caſe of neceſſity *, and 
by ſhewing it was contrary to their own al- 
lowed practice, in works neceſſary to be 
done for the ſervice of God in his temple, 
or for the preſervation of the lives of their 
' beaſts +, But he leaves the command in its 
full force, as to our obligation of obſerv- 
ing the Sabbath, as a day of reſt from our 
common and ordinary employments, that 
ve may have ſufficient leiſure to attend on. 
the worſhip of God, according to his own 
example herein ; for he himſelf frequented 
their ſynagogues on that day Þ, and declar- 
ed, that the Sabbath was made for man ||; 


Matth. xii. 3, 4, 5: + Luke xiv. 5, f. Mark 
|| Mark ii. 27. 
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chat is, had its appointment from a regard 
to the welfare of our bodies and our ſouls. 
But man being a compoſition of both ſoul | 
and body, the Sabbath could not have been 
faid to be made for man, if any thing, neceſ- 
ſary tothe welfare either of our ſoul or body, 
might be wiltully neglected by us thereon.” 


Great indeed is the encouragement our 
Saviour has given us, to aſſemble toge- 
ther for this purpoſe, and to pay a due 
regard to the time appropriated to, and 
ſet apart by God himſelf for it ; for he has 
promiſed the bleſſing of his favourable pre- 
ſence with thoſe, who aſſemble in his name, 
having aſſured us, that where wo or three 
are gathered together in his name, there is 
be in the midft of them *. Therefore thoſe 
who conſtituted the firſt viſible church of 
Chriſt continued, we read, fedfaſtly in the 
apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip, which was 
that of Chriſt, and in breaking of bread 
and in prayers T. And afterwards, when 
ſome of the converted Hebrews, terrified 


„Match. xvii. 20, + Acts ii. 42. 
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by the adverſaries of the Chriſtian faith, 


became fearful of joining with their fellow 

Chriſt ans in public worſhip, or were neg. 
ligent in their attendance thereon; as a re- 
proof of them, and an admonition to all 
"who ſhould be guilty of the ſame fault, the 
apoſtle to the Hebrews gives the caution, 
of not forſaking the aſſembling ourſelves to- 
gether, as the manner of Some is 4; and 


this caution was, with the greateſt reaſon, 


given, For all perſons who refuſe to aſ- 
ſemble themſelves with their Chriftian bre- 
_ thren, for the purpoſe of public religious 
worſhip, make a near approach to. that 
fin of apoſtacy from the Chriſtian faith, 
which is the wilſul. fu ſpoken of in the next 
verſe. Neither let it ſeem ſtrange, that the 
refuſing to aſſemble ourſelves together, 
with our Chriſtian brethren, for public 
worſhip, ſhould be joined with apoſtacy, as 
deſerving the like puniſhment: for it ſtands 
as apoſtacy does, in direct n asd 
may obſerve, | 3111 | 


3 Heh, x. 25. 
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N 3) To our Chriſtian profeſſion, and to the 


practice of all true Chriſtians from the begin- 
ning. This appears from the earlieſt and 


moſt authentic accounts we have of their 
practice. Certain it is, that thoſe who, in the 


primitive times, became members of the 


church of Cbriſt, aſſembled on the Lord's 


day, not only for the more eſpecial comme- 
moration of the great work of the creation, 


but of our redemption alſo by Jeſus Chriſt ; 


a redemption manifeſtly completed by his 


reſurrection from the dead, on our Chriſtian 
Sabbath. So that, as the deliverance of the 


Tfracktes from their Egyptian bondage, was 
commanded to be commemorated on the 
Jewiſh Sabbath, .Chriſtians have, from the 
time of our Lord's reſurrection, held them- 
felves obliged to celebrate the like thank. 
ful remembrance of our redemption, on 
the firſt day of the week, which has ever 
ſince been called the Lord's Day, and Sun- 
day. Thus Juin Martyr, in full agree- 
ment with other writers, concerning the 
practice of the primitive church in this par- 
| c 
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ticular : On Sunday (ſays he) all Chri- 
„ /iians in the city and country meet toge- 
* ther, becauſe that is the day of our 
« Lord's reſurrection; and then we read 
« the writings of the prophets and apoſtles. 
This being done, the preſident or mini- 
* ſter makes an oration to the aſſembly, 
«10 exhort them to imitate and do the 
„things they have heard. Then we all 
« join in prayers, and, after that, receive 
« the ſacrament “. 


And does not · the contemptuous negle& 
of the Chriſtian Sabbath declare -openly 
and plainly, that we lightly eſteem at leaſt 
the bleſſings which others then aſſemble to 
commemorate, if not .utterly diſbelieve 
that there are ſuch to be received? And 
what is this leſs than a kind of renuncia- 
tion of the hopes, privileges, and bleſſings, 
to which, as Chriſtians, we become inti- 
tled * ? Is it not, in fact, an avowal, that 
ve value nothing but the name of Chri- 
fians, and are regardleſs of what ſhould 


See Dr. Whitby's Comment on 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
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be our character as ſuch ? Does not this 
look very like an apoſtacy from the Chri- 
ſtian faith? And may it not then deſerve 
ſomething like the ' puniſhment threatned 
thereto +? Conſider, . - 


Athly, That we herein act contrary 
to one of the articles of that creed, 
into which we have been baptized :—that 
article, I mean, wherein we profeſs to believe 
in the holy catholic church, the commu- 
tion of ſaints; for a. communion of ſaints, 
which in our creed we profeſs to believe, 
implies an obligation to communicate with 


our Chriſtian brethren in all holy offices of 


devotion. But how cin we communicate 
with others in theſe offices, without aſſem- 
bling together, and actually joining with 
them for this purpoſe ? or how aſſemble 
for this purpoſe, without regarding, or 
without complying with, the appointment 
of time and place for that end? To re- 


fuſe then to aſſemble on the day, and in 
| + See Heb. x. 26, 27. 
C2 
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the place appointed for the worſhip of Gad, 
wilfully and habitvally to be guilty hereof, 
is nothing leſs than uſing our wicked en-. 
deavour to annihilate, to put an end to, 
that church into which we have been bap- 
tized, by not joining with others in thoſe 
holy offices of piety, wherein the commu- 
nion of ſaints conſiſts. For Chriſtians are in 
Sctiprure called ſaints, from their obliga- 
tion to approve themſelves ſuch, by the 
performance of thoſe holy offices, which 
are agreeable to that holy character. 
And what . would become of the 
church of Chrift, of the holy catholic. 
church, if, after the manner of ſome, it 
ſnould altogether ceaſe to perform thoſe 
holy offices? Or, how can they be true 
members thereof, who refuſe to join with 
others therein? Can any thing be more 
contrary to the character of a Cbriſtian, 
than the refuſing to do thoſe things, on the 
performance whereof the very being of 


21 Cor. i. 2. Called to be faints, compared with 
the addreſs to the ſame perſons, who are ſo tiled, 2 

Cor. i. 1. and with the behaviour of ſome reprehended 
ia each of thoſe epiſtles, wherein they are ſo called. 
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the church of Cbriſt, as it implies à com- 
munion of ſaints, or of Chriſtians in all 
holy offices, depends ? For St. Peter, de- 
ſcribing the church of Chriſt by its eſſen- 
tial characters, thus addreſſed himſelf to 
the Chriſtians in his time: Ze are à choſen 
generation, a royat prieſtbood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the 
praiſes of bim, who hath called you out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light. 

Laſtly, let it be conſidered, whether by 
fo profanely negligent a behaviour, you 
take not the moſt effectual means of ex- 
tinguiſhing all ſenſe of religion in your 
dun mind, and in that of others, by your 
ill example. Moſt certainly this will be 
the caſe with reſpect to yourſelves. 
For a ſenſe of religion, or of the obliga- 
tions of religion, is preſerved by the exer- 
ciſe only of religious acts. Diſcontinue 
the performance of thoſe acts, the perſua- 
ſion or belief of our obligation thereto will 


* 1 Pet. il. 9. 
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decay, and die away of courſe ; -and no 
motives to virtuous living, of the virtuous 
kind, will be left, which will have any effi- 
cacy to keep us within the bounds of our 
duty, whenever we are tempted to tranf- 
greſs, for the fake of any preſent profit or 
pleaſure ; and how many ſuch temprations 
we meet with, and of how great force they. 
they are, every day's experience teſtifies. 
But, tow can 1 do this wickedneſs, and fin 
azainſt God? is a reflection, which would 
powerfully tend to check the violence of 
any ſinful paſſion, puſhing us on, at any 
rate, to compaſs its gratification. And 
how is this ſalutary, this neceſſary reflec- 
tion to be kept always ready at hand, to be 
ſet in oppoſition to all the temptations to 
wickedneſs, which ſo frequently occur? 
How, but by putting ourſelves in the way 
of having it frequently excited in us, by 
hearing our duty frequently ſet before us, 
and by ſuch acts of worſhip, as we are called 

upon to perform, jointly with others, in the 
- aſſemblies held for public worſhip ; held 


- 
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for this very purpoſe, that all who are pre- 
ſent therein may contribute their part, in 
exciting each other to. pay that homage. 


which is due to our great Creator, and to 


quicken and keep alive that ſenſe of our. 
obligations to perform his will, which is 
neceſſary to be preſerved, in order to our 
performance of it. Thoſe therefore who 
wilfully refuſe (and wilfully to neglect is 
wilfully to refuſe) to be preſent at ſuch aſ- 
ſemblies, take an effectual method of extin- 
guiſhing, in their own; mind, the ſenſe of 
all religious obligation to the performance 
of their duty, and as effectual a method of 
propagating the contagion of wickedneſs 
to all around them, by their ill example. 


Need we here be told, how miſchiev- 
ous the influence of a bad example 
is? that it encourages all thoſe who are ill 
diſpoſed, to a continuance in the ſame evil 
way, wherein they ſee others allow them- 
felves ? The greateſt part of mankind, 
being more prone to that which is evil than 


to that which is good, are generally pleaſed 
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with having others give ſome countenance 
to their evil practices, by their indulging 


in the ſame. For hereby the odious cha- 
racter of ſingularity is avoided ; they are 
not pointed at, as doing what few, or none 
beſides themſelves adventure, or are bold 


enough to do; and from hence, they aſ- 
ſume a confidence in behaving amiſs. This 
is the common .caſe of 'all the workers of- 


iniquity ; and of none more ſo, than of 


thoſewho ſhew their diſregard to the public- 


worſhip of God, by their frequent or total: 
abſence from it. So that all ſych perſons 


kingdom of darkneſs, as agents or factors 


for promoting irreligion, by behaving in 


ſuch a manner, as naturally and neceſſarily 


tends to efface i in their own . mind, and in 
that of others, all that reverence towards 


their Maker, which. is cheriſhed and kept 
alive by the: worſhip of God, and is no other- 


wiſe to be preſerved, than by a frequent re- 
ſort to the places ſet a- part for it, at the times; 
appointed for that holy exerciſe. _ yo 


may be juſtly conſidered as minifters of the 
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Can we then think that iniquity little, 
which has ſo direct a tendency to make us 
live as without God in the world? Can the 
great and the wealthy (whoſe practice makes 
the faſhions of the world) by their example, 
teach a diſregard to the time ſet a- part for 
public worſhip? Can they, without any real 
neceſſity, chuſe the Sabbath for ſetting out 
on their journies, either of pleaſure or buſi - 
neſs, or ſpend it in idle and vain amuſe- 
ments, and not account themſelves greatly 
guilty therein ? I am ſorry there is ſo much 
occaſion given for reproof of thoſe, whom F 
had much rather ſpeak of with honour and 
reſpect, 


It may juſtly be hoped wil expected, that 
if the reaſon of things, and the obligations of 
duty, have not that weight they ought to 
have, with thoſe who take theſe unwarranta- 
ble freedoms, the amiablepattern of our moſt_ 

, gracious ſovereign may make ſuch, as hold 
the high ranks and ſtations ot life, aſhamed. 
of theſe indecencies. It is well known, 


that his Majeſty is not only conſtant in his . 


+ 


- 
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| ſhip, we may and ought to conſider, what 
human laws, particularly thoſe of out hn 
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reſort to the place of public worſhip o Fig. 
day, but ſtrictly regular in his acporiiticd x 
during the time of divine ſervice ; all@ws of | 
no levity in his own behaviour, and di un⸗ 
tenances, as much as poſſible, all inatti; ion 
in others, to the great work which ig Wien 
tranſacting. May his great and excellentex- 
ample be attended with all that good effe@on 
others which it ought to have, and his Ma- 
Jeſty, \ we may be ſure, deſires it hou have! | 
But omitting at preſent what 4 be 
juſtly farther ſaid, concerning the er 
wherein we ought to attend the public wor- 


4 w 3 . . 


nation, have enacted, to oblige our reſort: | 
thereto. For the laws of men deri an. 
obligation, in conſcience, on thoſe whaare 
ſubject to the power and authority of the 
civil. magiſtrate, in all caſes wherein the 
good of the community is manifeſtly con-- 


cerned ; as it moſt certainly is. in the ſe-. 


curing and promoting the * of it 


_ | , 
a 1 . dhe Public N orſbip f GOD. 2g 
; J A n and virtue. For, as in theſe caſes, 
'W che e power acts in perfect agreement 
—_ he end and deſign of the divine ap- 


os tion thereto 1s, in effect, ſubmitting 
he ordinance of God; as St. Paul 
ay argues 2 


Ut 
of 
x 
n 


it. 


| How then ſtands this matter with reſpet̃t 
r to human laws? We have one, I think, 
which might eaſily, and ſhould conſtantly be 
put i Force by juſtices of the peace, on com- 
. of ſuch neglects, for which no 
ſatisfaCtory excuſe can be given. For, by 
theRatute of the 3dof James the Firſt, chap. 
4. 0 for each offence of this kind, proved 
1 by one witneſs upon oarh, the ſum of one 
« ling may be levied by any one juſtice 
| & of the peace, of the diviſion where the of- 


committed.” If this law was put in ex- 
1 # by levying the pecuniary fine it in- 
W though it be but a ſmall one, yet, I 


. 
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Rom. xiii, 


tn ent thereof; ſo our obedience, or 


U fender liveth, by diſtreſs; and if diſtreſs 
ay not be had, then the offender may. be 


— 
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apprehend, it would in many inſtances re. 
ſtrain ſuch immoral behaviour, remove much 
of the icandal given thereby, and prove the 
likely means of giving tranſgreſſors ſuch a 
ſenſe of their guilt, as would at length make 
them avoid ſuch offences, from an higher and 
better motive than that of temporal puniſh- 
ment. 


Having thus conſidered the ſeveral obli- 
gations we lie under to public worſhip, 
eſpecially on the Lord's- day; it comes next 
to be conſidered, in what manner it ought 
to be performed by us, both with reſpect 
to the outward, and inward requiſites there- 
of. The internal, or inward requiſites there- 
of have reſpect to the apprehenſions and 
belief we ought to have, of the divine ex- 
eellencies and perfections of God our Crea- 
tor. The outward requiſites of that wor- 
ſhip, with which we ought to worſhip him, 
conſiſt in the making proper acknowledg- 
ments, or giving proper proofs, of our hav- 
ing areal belief and becoming apprehenſions 
of his divine excellencies or perfections. 


„ „ we M _ hilt M fins ff 
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(1) As to the internal requiſites of that 
worſhip which is due unto God, they con- 
fiſt in our having proper apprehenſions of 
the excellences of the divine nature, which 
are thoſe adorable perſections, from whence 
the worſhip of God becomes due from us. 
For all worſhip, however outwardly ex- 
preſſed, is, or ſhould be uſed, to denote 
an inward reverence or eſteem of that Be- 
ing whom we worſhip. This is eſſentially 
neceſſary, in order to give it any juſt title 
to the name of worſhip. 


For who would be ſo abſurd as to ima- 
gine, that a ſenſeleſs image paid him any 
real homage or reſpect, only becauſe it is 
ſo contrived, as at certain times, to fall 
down before him, though it hath no con- 
ſciouſneſs of his merit, or intention to do 
honour to it? We are made capable of 


conceiving high and reverential thoughts 


of the Being, we make the object of our 
worſhip; but on ſuppoſition, that we have 


no ſuch eſteem, no ſuch reverence of that 
D 
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Being, we do no more, properly ſpeaking, 
worſhip God, by falling down before him 
with the outward ſigns of homage and re- 
verence, than ſtatues or images, falling 
down before ourſelves, could be ſaid to 
worſhip us. Therefore, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, when he taught his Diſciples two of 
the moſt important things, which can fall 
under human .conſideration, and the moſt 
neceſſary. of all others to be known by us ; 
when he would inſtruct them“, as far 
28 they were capable of being inſtruc- 
ted, in the nature of God, and the man- 
ner in which they ought to worſhip him, 
tells them: That God is a Spirit, . and 
that they who worſhip him muſt wworſbip 
Vim in ſpirit and in truth. We muſt worſhip 
him in ſpirit; for otherwiſe we do not truly 
worſhip him, however we may outwardly 
appear to do it. And we muſt worſhip 
him as @ ſpirit, or ſpiritual being, of infi- 
nite Excellences and perfections; ſuch as 
are every where in ſcripture declared to 
belong unto God, and can belong only. to 


* Jolin iv, 34. 
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4 Being, infinitely removed from all thoſe 
imperfections, which are natural to, and in- 
feparable from, all material or bodily ſub- 
ſtances, and who indeed is infinitely ſupe- 
rior to all other beings whatſoever. 

Our worſhip of God then as a ſpirit, or ſpi- 
ritual being of ſuch infinite excellencies and 
perfections, conſiſts primarily in ſuch ap- 
prehenſions of him in our minds, as are 
ſuitable to this abſolute perfection and ex- 
cellency of his nature, and the ſeveral re- 
lations in which he ſtands towards us; par- 
| ticularly, his being our Creator, and the 
maker of the worlds viſible and inviſible ; 
the Redeemer of Mankind, from a loſt 
and fallen eſtate, to a ſtate of grace and 
favour by the mediation of his Son; and 
the Sanctifier of our natures through the 
influence of his ſpirit, . that we may. be 
rendered meet for the glorious inheritance 
of the ſaints in light, and finally obtain the 
Sverlaſtin 3 2 of it. 


DS 
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\ Theſe being the apprehenſions weoughtta 
have of our Maker, who is become our Savi- 
our, as a ſpirit, or ſpiritual being of ſuch per- 
fections, and to whom we have ſuch obliga- 
tions, we cannot be ſaid to worſhip him as. 
ſuch a ſpirit, unleſs our minds are poſ- 
ſeſſed with ſuch apprehenſions of him, as 
are agreeable to theſe perfections, nor with- : 
out ſuch affections of our minds, as are 
ſuitable to thoſe apprehenſions. If we are 
therefore to think of God, as the greateſt 
and beſt of all Beings, endued with infi- 
nite wiſdom, goodneſs, and power, with 
how much fear and love ought we then to 


worſnip him, in the congregations held for 


making our religious addreſſes to him, on 
his Sabbaths, ſet apart, ſanctified for his 
| worſhip and ſeryice? | | 


As we. ſhould then meet to. confeſs him 
to be our Maker and Saviour, to recognize 
or acknowledge his power and dominion 
over us, and over the whole creation, is it 
not then becoming ys, to conſider the 
greatneſs of that power by which he gave 
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us our being; who can continue us in life 
during his pleaſure, by that living ſoul he 
has given us; who can make both our ſouls 
and bodies ceaſe to be, or render us miſe- 
rable or happy in both to all eternity? 
How awful is this reflection? What care 
ſhould it excite us to take of our behaviour 
towards him? And when we reflect farther 
on the various inſtances of his goodneſs to 
us, not only in the bountiful proviſion for 
our ſuſtenance and accommodation in this 
life, but for our future happineſs in a bet- 
ter, by giving us' the knowledge of his 
will, and the moſt effectual helps and aſ- 
ſiſtances to do thoſe things that are well 
pleaſing in his fight, that we may hereby 
eſcape the awful puniſhments reſerved for 
all impenitent tranſgreſſors, and finally be 
removed to .a world of endleſs happineſs : 
Oh! how reaſonable, how becoming us will 
it appear, that by ſuch reflections we ſhould 
be excited to the love of the great Author 
of our lives and mercies ! For as love and 
gratitude ate proper affections of our ſouls, 
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when we reflect on favours or benefits re- 
ceived, ſo theſe affections ſhould never be 
wanting in us when we worſhip God; be- 
cauſe they are the moſt natural conſequences 
of thoſe juſt apprehenſions we ought to 

| have of his Divine Majeſty ; who, as he is 
moſt awful with regard to his power and 
dominion over us, ſo he is moſt amiable 

| likewiſe with reſpect to his goodneſs mani- 
feſted to us. Now theſe two affections of 
fear and love, when united, as they ought 
always to be in our worſhip of God, con- 
ſtitute that reverence, and godly fear, with 
which we ought to worſhip him; and 
include or imply that truſt and faith in 
him, which are neceſſary to encourage, and 
to render a all our devotions. 


Thus I have 83 the internal, or 
inward requiſites of that worſhip, which 
God. requires from us; and ſhewed, with. | 
what apprehenſions and diſpoſitions we 
_ ought to make our religious addreſſes to 
him, either when we are alone, or when we! 

meet together for his public worſhip. But, 


1 
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(a.) There are, as I obſerved; ſome 
outward marks, or proofs, to be given in 
public worſhip, of our having iuch appre- 
henſions and fixed ſentiments of the divine 
perfections. Hor we are to glorify Ged in 
our bodies, and in our jpirit *, or ſoul. And 
if the worſhip of God is, as it certainly 18 
one way or method of glorifying him, we 
muſt worſhip him botÞ with our ſouls and 5 
dies; that is, by making our outward be- 
haviour correſpond with, and be expreſiive 
of, thoſe ſentiments of eſteem and reve- 
rence, with which our minds ought then to 
be filled, St. Paul has given us an excel- 
lent direction herein; When, ſpeaking of 
the aſſemblies held in his time for the pub- 
lic worſhip of God, he commands, that ali 
things. ſhoula be dane decenily and in order +... 


| Now decency and order neceſſarily re- 
quire.ſome uni ormity, agreement, or joint 
obſcrvance of the ſame geſtures, actions, 
ſervices, that all may appear to be doing 
the ſame thing at the ſame me. Herein 


1 Cor. vi. 20. + 1 Cor. Air, 40. 
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dur Church hath been careful to give her 
members proper directions; as, that we 
ſhould kneel, bow down before our Maker, 
put ourſelves in the poſture of humble ſup- 
plicants, whilſt we are praying for the 
pardon of our ſins, and beſeeching him to 
beſtow on us the bleſſings of heaven. 


Whilſt this part of public worſhip is per- 
forming, can it then be decent in itſelf; or 
becoming us, that ſome ſhould appear hum- 
bly and reverently imploring God's grace 
and favour, whilſt others give no tokens, 
or no ſignificant ones, that they are in like 
manner affected ſtanding, whilſt others 
are kneeling, as if they had not the ſame 
concern in what was then doing, or could, 
without any offence, appear as if they had 
not the- like concern therein. Where is 
uniformity, or decency, in ſuch a beha- 
viour ? What regard do we pay to the 
Apoſtle's injunction herein, or to ws 
rections of our Church in her rubrick , or 
to the reaſon or fitneſs of things? Whilſt 
ſome are extremely attentive to the ſeveral 
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parts of the ſervice which is then perform- 
ing, ſhall. others indulge in idle chat, or- 
whiſpers, or ſleep, or make unſeaſonable 
ſalutations to. thoſe at a diſtance from them, 
or irrevently loll at their eaſe, and yet make 
any. pretenſions to devotion- or order, .uJ 
the publick worſhip ?* Do they not rather 
ſhew a perfect diſiegard to whatever is be- 
coming them, at ſuch times, to do“? 


And when we are call-d upon to ſing to 
the praiſe and glory of God ; whether, 
without ſome reaſonable excuſe for not 
doing it, we ſhould not all uſe the poſture of 
ſtanding, which very commendably prevails 
in many congregations, as beſt fitting that 
alacrity, and together therewith, that rg» 
verence which this part of the publick 


In a little book, which I publiſhed for the uſe of 
my . pariſhioners in the year 1746, intitled, Pie re- 
commended (which was printed for Baldwin and Jefferies 
near Stationers Hall) the reader may find ſuch addi- 
tional directions, in regard to his behaviour in the pub- 
lick ſervice of God, and the obſervation of the Sab-.. 
bath, as he may poſſibly eſteem worth peruſing. 


K 
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ſervice req uires; or, whether ſome ſhould 


make ſuch their addreſſes ſitting, whilſt 
others are ſtanding, and ſome appear as 


taking no ſhare or part therein, neither 
with heart nor voice: This, methinks, is hd 


matter in no wiſe difficult to determine. 


1 
. 7 A. 


When hy n are dd; or fer: | 


mons on any parts thereof, we are only 


auditors, and may be indulged greater 
liberties, either of ſitting or ſtanding ; may 


chuſe the poſture which᷑ beſf ſerves tlie 
purpoſe of hearing, and beſt keeps up 
that attention, which we ſhould by all 
means endeavour to - preſerve—that the 
word preached may profit us; be ſo heard. 
as to be remembered, and laid up in our 
minds, as the rule of our e conduct. : 


tion, too evidently proves, they have no 


The PAN diſreſpect to It Sich uch 
Peres diſcover, who idly chat with others, 
or ſleep away that time, which is ſet apart 
for inſtruction in the weightieſt matter 
which can be offered to their conſidera- 
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ſenſe of the Majeſty of that holy and re- 
verend Being, in whoſe more immediate 
preſence: they are, nor have well conſidered 
the importance of that work, in which 
they engage, when they go into the houſe 
of God. And after we have behaved ſo 
irreverently in it, we ſhall in all likelihood 
depart from it, not only without any Be- 
nefit, but with an increaſe of guilt, by ſo 
ON a 3 chere 60e 


q "Tot us now pauſe: a while, to review 
what has been faid. It- hath been ſhewn,” 
that the obligations to the publick wor- 
ſhip of God are diſcernable, from the dic- 
tates of our common reaſon, and have been, 
probably at leaſt, complied with univer- 
ſally by all good people, from a traditional 
account of that ſanctification of the Sab- 
bath, whereby, at the cloſe of the crea- 
tion, it was ſet apart by God himſelf, for 
commemorating. that wonderful work. It 
hath been obſerved alſo, that after the 
Iſraelites were delivered from their Egyptian 
bondage, they were commanded to ob- 
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ſerve their Sabbath, in order to perpetuate 
A grateful remembrance of that ſignal mer- 
cy. We have further ſeen, that beſides 
the obligations we ere under, in common 
with the reſt of mankind, of offering, on 
the weekly Sabbath, our thankſpivings to 
him, as the univerſal Creator and Lord, 
we have, as Chriflians, our peculiar obli- 
gations to the religious obſervance of it, 
from the amazing work of our redemp- 
tion accompliſhed on it, by the reſur- 
rection of our Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt. where- 
by he triumphed over all the powers of 
darkneſs, and gave us full aſſurance, that 
he will hereafter raiſe us up to the inhe- 
ritance of eternal life. 


Noa, how ncontifitat. is it with our 
Chriſtian profeſſion, ſeldom or never to 
join with thoſe religious aſſemblies, which 
are held for keeping up, and expreſſing 
the thankful remembrance of this graci- 
ous work in our own hearts, and exciting 
and fixing it in the hearts of others ? 
Doth it not look too hike quitting our 


1 a 


| 


are in a ſuperior ſtation. 
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claim to all the peculiar bleſſings promiſed 


by the Goſpel of Cbriſt, which render the 


preſent life deſireable, and which he hath 


purchaſed for us, to compleat and per- 
petuate our happineſs in a future one? Do 
we not indeed, as I have already men- 
tioned, ceaſe to make any real part of that 
living body, the Holy Catholick Church, 
in which, as often as we rehearſe our 
Creed, we profeſs to believe, if we will 
not join in that communion of ſaints, 
which conſiſts in uniting with our Chriſtian 
brethren in all holy offices, and thereby 
wickedly lend our aſſiſtance towards ex- 


tinguiſhing the Cbriſtian name and profeſ- 


ſion, and the very being of the church of 
r in the world ? 


It hath been farther made appear, that 
the miſchief of a bad example is in this, 
as in every other reſpect, very great; and 
ſo much the greater, as thoſe who give it 


E 
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This the great and the wealthy would do 


well feriouſly to conſider; as from their 


example eſpecially the principles and man- 


ners of thoſe in inferior ſtations. are very 


much faſhioned and formed. Do they 
not, it may be reaſonably aſked them, 
wiſh that their children, their ſervants, 
their dependants, may be dutiful, obedi- 
ent, honeſt, and virtuous? And do they 
know any way ſo likely to make or keep 
them ſo, as taking care that they perform 


the ſeveral” offices of their reſpective ſta- 


tions, from a principle of ' conſcience, and 
a regard to the obligations 'of religion ? 
But what regard can there be to religion, 
without living in the fear and worſhip of 
God? And if the rich and great are 
eſtranged from both, what reaſon have 


they to expect, that their inferiors and 


dependents will anſwer the expectations 
of fidelity and diligence they have from 


them, or will not grow as profane and 
wicked as themſelves? For there is no- 


thing more certain, than that the beſt ſe- 
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cutity of all moral virtue is an habitual 
| reverence for Deity, and that regular wor- 
| ſhip of him, without which this reverence 
can never be duly - imprefied, or become 
conſtant and influential. 


Thoſe poor vnhappy creatures,” who 
| rob, and ſteal, and commit ſuch acts of 
; violence as bring them to an untimely 
end; have, many of them, in their laſt 
hours, openly conſeſd, that the wiltul 
breach of the Sabbatb, by neglecting tha 
duties of this ſacred day, led the way to 
their entering on thoſe wicked courſes, 
which brought them to the ſhameful pu- 
niſhment they were about to undergo; 
which, in all human probability, they 
would not, and which I may venture to 
fay, they could not have ſuffered, had they, 
by frequenting the worſhip of God, pre- 
ſerved. a ſenſe of religion on their minds : 
For they could not then have committed 
thoſe crimes for which they ſuffered. Nei- 
ther could any, who, from the fear of 
E 2 
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temporal puniſhment, are reſtrained from 
committing the groſſer acts of injuſtice, 
be guilty. of any of thoſe frauds and ini- 
quities, which, as not being open and ma- 
nifeſt, are incapable of legal - convictions | 
and cannot therefore be — by hu- 
man laws © 


Even ſuch. ſecret frauds. would be de- 
teſted, and men afraid of committing them, 
under this regard to the inſpection of God 
over them, and their duty to him; à due 
ſenſe of which, amongſt the generality of 


mankind, cannot poſſibly be preſerved, 
44 4 * FN. 


* The greateſt and moſt powerful lawgivers at- 
„ tempt nothing farther, than to regulate the out- 
« ward actions of mankind ; but the juſt principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion would weed out and deſtroy 
« thoſe vicious inclinations, which are the roots and 
„ ſources of evil, and implant, in their room, the 
6 contrary diſpoſitions of virtue and goodneſs.” 

Bp. of Sr. Aſapb's Sermon before the Society for 
reformaticn of manners, p. 12. * 
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without a regular and conſtant reſort to his 
{-a&tuary, at the time appointed for his pub- 
lick worſhip. For as there is no other re- 

ſtraint from thoſe private fins, of which hu- 
man laws can take no cognizance, but from 
a ſerious reſpect had to the will of God for- 
bidding them; and no reſpect can be had 
to his will by ſuch, as neither worſhip him 
wi h private or publick worſhip; fo; I be- 
neve, it may be truly ſaid” of all ſuch 
perſons in general, who do not attend en 

the publick worſhip, that they have Httle 
or nothing to do with private devotions; 
and therefore live as without God in the 
world; chat is, without any regard to his 
Will at all. 


As to the various pretences, or excuſes, 
for not attending the publick worſhip, 
made by thoſe who are criminal in this re- 
ſpect, they will be found, on examina- 
tion, of no weight. Let, as there are too 
many who urge them, as if they were fut- 
E'3 


ficient to juſtify them in their mn 
| _ ſhould have a * e 8 
N e it bY 3 obſerved, are wont 
f to ſhelter themſelves under the miſbeha- 
viour of others, who, tho? frequenting 
I! the publick worſhip of God, are found 
no better than many. of thoſe who are 
often, or totally, abſent from it. To this 
it may be replied, that the means of 
grace ſeldom, or ever, operate on any per- 
ſons, without a due attention to, and be- 
coming improvement of them; and that I 
it is this care to improve them, which ge- 

nerally gives them their efficacy. Pray- 
ing, for inſtance, and hearing the word of 

Will - God, which are appointed as means of 
l . grace, can be attended ordinarily with no 

| good effect to thoſe who are careleſs hear- 
I ers, or indevout petitioners. Indeed, how 
is it poſſible, that with ſuch a prevailing 
indiſpoſition of heart, they ſhould receive 
any benefit from their prayers, or im- 

provement in holineſs from the word of 


God read, or preached to them? In one 
conſiderable reſpect indeed, even theſe in- 
devout petitioners, theſe careleſs hearers, 
are certainly in a more hopeful. ſtate- than 
thoſe who either pray not at all, or never 
put themſelves in the way of. being in- 
ſtructed in, or reminded of their duty. - 
Their hearts may be opened, and their. 
attention to their duty excited, under the 
example of thoſe, whom they then ſee be- 
having better than themſelves, and. by the- 
repeated admonitions they. receive : ta 
which it may be reaſonably. hoped, they 
vill not always turn che deaf ear. Whilſt 
church of God, which is the houſe of 
prayer, and of inſtructian in their duty, 
cannot in the nature of the thing grow in 
knowledge and grace, by means which 
they throw contempt on, and will not 
make uſe of far the ſacred and — 
men of 1 — ; 
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A ſecond pretence, to excuſe wilful ab- 
fence from the aſſemblies held for publick 
werſhip, is founded in a miſtaken, pre- 
ſumptuous opinion of ſome, that they 
ſtand in need of no ſuch means of growing 
better; that, being juſt in their dealings, 
ſober and temperate in their lives, and 
friendly to their neighbours, they are as 
bee 28 there 1 is any rote RE Oe _ 
to be. ger 
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15 80 "Re if don ſpeak ar herein, 
1 is well, as to two great branches of 
their duty, that which regards our neigh- 
-bour and ourſelves. But it ſhould be re- 
membered, there is another very conſide- 
rable branch of duty, to which ſuch per- 
ſons ſeem to have no regard; that, I 
mean, f living goily in the world“. 
Now to live godly, is to live in the ex- 
erciſe of all the duties of piety towards 
God; which. are all left out in the ac- 


Ie Titus ii. 12. 


the Public Warſhip of GOD. 45 
counts ſuch perſons give of their righte- 
ouſneſs. | 72 


Beſides this, there may be one ca- 
pital defect in all the moral virtue they 
boaſt of, ariſing from their having no re- 
ſpect to the will of God, but a mere re- 
gard to worldly motives: As, for in- 
ſtance, when they are temperate for na; 
higher or better reaſon, than becauſe tem- 
perance is conducive to health; and juſt 
and honeſt, becauſe honeſty and fair deal - 
ing are eſſentially requiſite, to obtain and 
is generally neceſſary to their thriving in 
the world, and to keep them ſafe from the. 
penalty of human laws; or, they do of- 
fices of humanity and kindneſs to others, 
becauſe they find this a proper and very 
likely means of getting their eſteem; 
| which, on ſundry occaſions, may prove 
very beneficial to them. A regard to their 
obligatiof thus to act, from a principle 
of obedience to the will of God, may 
make no Part of their inducement to the. 
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practice of many things which have the 
appearance of virtues, but Which, not being 
practiſed from a regard to the divine will 
commanding . them, loſe the very eſ- 
ſence of Cłriſtian virtues, and are greatly 
defective even conſidered as moral ones. 
And that this is the caſe of thoſe I am 
ſpeaking of, is very evident from hence; 
becauſe, if they acted from a ſenſe of cheir 
duty to God, and a regard to his will, this 
principle of action would of courſe lead 
them to an equal regard to all his com- 
mandments, and therefore moſt certainly 
to thoſe, which have reſpe& to his more im- 
mediate worſhip and ſervice. So that by 
being wilfully negligent herein, they prove 
that their virtue is not ſo great as they 
imagine it, becauſe they leave out ſome 
of the nobleſt motives and inducements 
to practiſe it; that they have no title 
to be reckoned in the number of thoſe 
good and faithful ſervants, who have act- 
ed out of regard to the will of God; and 
they have therefore great reaſon to fear, 
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that they ſhall, on the contrary, be found 
to ve very criminal tranſgreſſors of it. 

1 14 
(3.) There are others who endeavous 
to excuſe: themſelves from their attendance 
on publick worſhip, by the diſtance of 
their dwellings from their pariſh churches, 


_ the. badneſs of the roads leading thither 


at ſome ſeaſons of the year, or want of 
ſufficient health to go abroad, or the in- 
clemency of the weather. Fre 
TO judge of thi real e of ſuch 
excuſes, and to know whether their abſence 
from the ſervices of the church on theſe, 
or the like pretences, is conſiſtent with a 
fincere deſire of approving themſelves God's 
faithful ſervants, let them aſk themſelves 
this plain queſtion: viz. Whether the ſame 
eauſes would keep them at home, if the 
church was a place for holding a market, 
or fair, where they might traffick for gain; 
or partake of any publick diverſions? If 


no ſuch cauſes would have kept them trom 


1 
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thence, was it a place for buying or ſel- 
ling, or ſerving the ends of ſenſual plea- 
ſure, or worldly profit, they may be aſ- 
ſured, they have no ſincere regard to their 
duty to God, if they allow ſuch pretences 
to prevent their joining in his publick 
worſhip. 


Let me then earneſtly beſeech all ſorts 
of perſons to lay theſe things to heart; 
and let me more particularly exhort pa- 
rents, and maſters of families, to | behave 
agreeably to what, I hope, hath been made 
appear to be their duty. Let me intreat 
them to comply therewith, not only by a 
devout and regular attendance on the ſer- 
vice of the church on the Lord's day, in 
their own: perſons, but by taking care, 
that their children and ſervants attend them 
thither, according to the power and au- 
thority given them. This authority and 
power parents and maſters certainly have. 
The Law which commands the obſerva- 
tion of the Sabbath has a direct reference 
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thereto. For the fourth commandnient 
is addreſſed to the head of every fa- 
mily. The prohibition of the exerciſe 


of that labour, which is a profanation 
thereof, is addreſſed firſt to them; and 
through them, to thoſe under their direc- 
tion and government: Thou ſhalt not do 


any work therein, Thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy 


daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor thy maid-ſer- 
vant ; implying, that the guilt of the 
tranſgreſſion of children, and ſervants here- - 


in, will be carried to the account of their 
parents, or maſters, if they uſe not their 


power and authority to prevent or puniſh it. 


"mp he like may be obſerved, from the 


well-known commendation of Abraham, 
before mentioned: I know him, that he 


ill command his children, and his houſhold 


after him; and they ſhall keep the way of the 


Lord, to do juſtice and judgment; ſignifying, 
that as he was inveſted with power and au- 


thority, to enable him to ſerve this great 
_* Exod, 220. 
F 
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and good purpoſe, he would certainly 


make uſe of it to that end. 


So that the maſter of every family hath, 
as hence appears, a cure of fouls commit- 
ted to him, as really and truly, as the mi- 
niſter of every pariſh. And on his conſci- 
entious diſcharge of his duty in this re- 
ſpe&, his own, and the ſalvation of thoſe 
under his care, do very much depend. It 
greatly concerns him therefore, to look 
well to it, that they neither want his in- 
ſtruction, nor his example to recommend 
his inſtruction, nor any reaſonable proofs 
of his diſpleaſure, for the amendment of 
their diſobedience to his orders in this re- 
ben. | 


Should any of you ſay, you are not able 
to give religious inſtruction, either to your 
children or ſervants; ſo much the more 
reaſon is there for your carrying them with 
you to the houſe of God, that you and they 
may hear his word read, and preached for 
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your mutual benefit, for your W 
in what you do not, as well as exciting 8 
your attention to what you already under- 
ſtand of your duty; of which the moſt 
knowing have indeed frequent occaſion to 


be reminded. 


And this ſhews the weakneſs of another 
objection, which many perſons make againſt 
attending the publick worſhip of God, and 
the ſervices of the church ; viz. that they 
know as much as their miniſters can tell 
them. Suppoſing they do, may they not 
want to. have what they know recalled to 
their' remembrance? Is the only end of 
going to church, to. be informed of ſome- 
thing new? No, ſurely; but to have 
thoſe principles, and duties, and motives, 
recollected, and impreſſed on their hearts, 
which, tho* they may already, in ſome 
meaſure, underſtand, yet are too much 
kept out of their minds by the cares of 
life, and their love and purſuit of the 
zmuſements and pleaſures. of it. So that 
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a miniſter in preaching is to act like the 
holy apoſtle in writing ; to be diligent to 
put his hearers always in remembrance of 
thoſe things which they know, and theſe 
truths in which - they are eftabliſhed, to ſtir 
them up by a recollection of them, and to 
take care that they may akvays keep them in 
12 cir memory w | 1 


It may be added, that the pretence to 
know as much as their miniſters, is often- 
times vain and ridiculous, and made by 
perſons who know little, or nothing, of 
the principles and obligations of religion, 
and have need of inſtruction in moſt of 
the eſſential doctrines and duties of Chri/- 


tiamty. - : 


It ſhould alſo be obſerved, that the 
church is not only a place for giving and 
receiving inſtruction, but for offering the 
ſolemn ſacrifices of thankſgiving and prayer 


. 2 Pet. i. 12,.— 15. 


* — 


oy C9 ww CD 


as a friend to the publick peace and wel- 


thoſe of your houſhold the very ſame in- 


| thip; yet by wilful abſence from thence, 


aſſemblies of his people, to which he hath 
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to Almighty God; and thav therefore all 
who habitually abſent themſelves from it, 
do criminally withdraw themſelves from 
that publick worſhip of God, which every 
one is bound in duty to join in, as he va- 
lues his own improvement in piety, and 


fare; which cannot be effectually = = 
upon any ſolid foundation, without a re- 


gard to God, and the exerciſe of publick © 
devotion. 


But let it be ſuppoſed, you are as know- 
ing as your miniſters, and able to give 


ſtructions, which are given by them in the 
congregation, at the times of publick wor- 


you deprive yourſelf and your family of 
that peculiar bleſſing, which may be ex- 
pected from the performance of this im- 
portant duty, the worſhip of 'God with the 


promiſed his ſpecial gracious preſence, 
F 3 
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Neither is it much, if at all, to be ex- 
pected, that ſuch perſons will give their fa- 
milies any religious inſtructions, or per- 
form any religious worſhip with them at 
home, who will not reſort to the place 
appointed, and at the time ſet apart by 
God himſelf for publick worſhip and in- 
ſtruction; experience too fully proving, 
that they who negle& publick worſhip 
ſeldom or never regard private, and ſo ne- 
ver exerciſe themſelves in any worſhip at 


all. 


1 this neglect of obliging your fa- 
milies to reſort thither, they are in great 
danger of periſbing for lack of knowledge *. 
And, is this performing the part of a 
faithful and wiſe ſteward, appointed by 
aur common lord and maſter, to preſide 
over thoſe of his houſhold? Do we give 
them, think you, their portion of meat in 
due ſeaſon}, or in any ſuch manner as is 


Hol. iu. 6. I Lake xi. 42 


” 
We -_ 
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expected from us, if we provide them on- 
ly things needful for the body, whilſt we 
are wholly negligent of their ſpiritual 
wants and neceſſities ? we not, by 
ſuffering them to —_— of the way 
of underſtanding, or not directing them 
into it, ſuffer them, as Solomon ſpeaks, to 
remain in the congregation of the dead *? For 
| they are to be numbered with thoſe who 
are dead, as to that life which a rational 
being ought to live, who continue igno- 


rant of their duty, or regardleſs of it. 


Let private inſtruction then prepare the 
way for publick teaching. Let neither 
your children, nor ſervants, be unacquaint- 
ed with the principles of our holy religion, 
as taught in our church catechiſm, 'nor 
with the holy ſcriptures; eſpecially in thoſe 
portions thereof, which are appointed to 
be read in the congregation every Lord's 
day. Let them be ſeriouſly examined as 


® Pray. xxi. 16. 
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to what they can remember of the ſermons 
of their proper paſtors ; that "what they 
have heard may not be as water ſpilt on the 
gratnd, which cannot be gathered up again; 
or, as ſeed ſown by the way fide, never com- 
ing to any perfection, or yielding any increaſe *. 


Let me only add, that it ſhould be the 
parent's. or maſter's care, to furniſh each 
of his children and ſervants, who can read, 
with a Common Prayer Book at leaſt; that 
they may be enabled to rake that ſhare in 
the ſervice of the church, which is ap- 
pointed them, by miaking their proper 
Refponſes. With the nature of theſe they 
ſhould be acquainted, as well as with the 
folly and danger of making them, unleſs 
they duly confider their proper meaning, 
and repeat them with that ſeriouſneſs and 
fincerity of mind, which ſhould ever at- 
tend them. This will prove a means of 
fixing their attention to what is doing, and 


Match. xii. 19. 
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render their reſponſes exceedingly uſeful to 
them. 


By this religious care of parents and 
maſters in their reſpective families, that 
degeneracy of manners, which prevails, 
may be checked, and that reformation of 
manners, ſo much wanted, and ſo earneſt- 
ly to be deſired, may be promoted: And 
from no other ſource can it be expected. 
It muſt take its riſe in private families. The 
worſhip of God muſt be therein taught, 
and practiſed, before we can expect a more 
regular attendance on his publick worſhip; 
hope for more devotion in the prayers and 
praiſes we then offer up; or reap thoſe be- 
nefits, which the inſtructions of holy Scrip- 
ture, and the diſcourſes on it from the pul- 
pit, are intended and fitted to convey. 
Theſe will always deſerve, and always have 
your ſerious regard, and that of all your 
dependants, if you come thereto, prepared 
with a fit diſpoſition of mind, and can 
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bring with you thoſe of your houſhold 
prepared in like manner. | 


Then will each family be a ſeminary 
of true religion; profaneneſs and impiety 
be put out of countenance, and a ſuffi- 
cient number be found, to ſtop that tor- 
rent of wickedneſs, which, from profane 
and wicked maſters, or from careleſs and 
indolent ones, hath riſen to ſuch an heighth 
among us, as ſeems to threaten the ruin 
both of publick and private virtue. Both 
theſe muſt be grafted on the ſtock. of true 
religion, and the practice of private, fa- | 
mily, and publick worſhip, which are eſ- 
ſential duties of it; duties neceſſary to the 
preſervation of that fear of God, and that 
regard to his will, which lies at the foun. 
dation of all moral virtue; and is the only 
firm ſupport of that obedience he expects 
from us, and by which, alone we. can ſnel- 
ter ourſelves from the dreadful effects of 
his diſpleaſure, or eſtabliſh our title to 
the rewards of his acceptable ſervants. 
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Ang is not this your reaſonable ſervice ? 
Can you be careleſs, whether thoſe of your 
family, your children, or ſervants, per- 
form this their duty ro God, or not, on 
the Lord's day? Can you at all times 
exact from them a punctual obſervance of 
your own commands, and not reproach 
yourſelves for ſhewing herein, that you 
value more, and take greater care of the 
being well ſerved yourſelves, than you do 
of that ſervice which is due from you and 
them to God? And how can this confiſt 
with your obedience to that capital precept 
of the Goſpel, you profeſs to believe the 
obligation of, that of ſeeking firſt, or prin- 
cipally, the kingdom of God and lis rigbte- 
ouſneſs*, which you thus demonſtrate is 
the leaſt of your cares, and the loweſt, if 
any part, of your « concern ? 


Hoy is it poſſible, this behaviour ſhould 
conſiſt with the great duty of glorifying 


Matth. vi. 33˙ 
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God in all things *? which ſurely ſhould 
be the aim and endeavour of all men, as it 
is the great end of their being; and eſpe- 
cially of Chriſtians, who are called by Jeſus 
Chriſt zo glorify God with their ſouls and their 


. bodies, which are his T. Can we think, we 


are ſerving this end, if on the very days 
appointed for honouring him, we are in- 
tent only on doing our own ways, and 
finding our own pleaſure; regardleſs of 
_ every thing relative to his glory, and the 
ſervice. that ſhould be paid him? If this 
be called Honouring God, what is Diſho- 
, nouring him? The Fſalmiſt, when he 
would expreſs his ſenſe of this duty, ſtates 
it thus; O praiſe the Lord with me, and let 
us magnify his name together F. And very 
juſtly: For the glorifying God implies the 
publick and folemn avowal of the inward 
ſenſe we have of the divine excellences 
and benefits, and the endeavouring that 
. others may join with us, in expreſling the 


1 pet. iv. 11. + 1 Cor. vi. 20; t Plal, xxxiv. 3. 
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Teverence of their hearts for God, and their 
ſentiments of gratitude to him, who are 
under the like obligations with ourſelves. 
And if this hath been little, or no part, 
of our care, will it not at laſt too evidently 
appear, that we have failed of anſwering 
the great purpoſe of our being ſent into 
this world, and are utterly unworthy of 
being admitted into a better. 


Shall we not then find ourſelves intirely 
unacquainted with, incapable of, and ever 
averſe to thoſe acts and ſervices, which 
make a great part of the employment, and 


the enjoyments of that happy place, where 


all conſpire in the celebration of the divine 
perfections, and derive the moſt exalted 
and ſatisfying happineſs from doing it. 
'We ſhould therefore account this life a 
kind of apprenticeſhip; wherein we are to 


learn, and habituate ourſelves to the ac- 


tions and ſervices, by which we are to live 


Happily hereafter. Thoſe who mind only 


earthly things muſt needs be entire ſtrang- 
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ers to che language, the manners, the re- 
liſa, and pleaſures, of that happy. place, 
ro which we are called, and for which we 
were made. For if we live here profanely 
negligent of our guty, and unaccuſtomed 
to the exerciſes of piety and devotion, it 
is as abſurd to expect admittance into, or 
enjoyment in the ſtate of perfect purity 
and holineſs, in the future world, as it 
would be for any one here, to take de- 
light in an art, or live by a buſineſs he is 
intirely, a ſtranger to, and which therefore 
he is wholly incapable of making ſubſer- 

vient to his profit, or pleaſure. Finally, 
let it be the ſubject of your frequent and 
ſerious reflection, that the time is haſten- 
ing on a- pace, when you muſt quit this 
tranſitory ſtate, and will find your portion 
with thoſe who have faithfully ſerved God 
in this life, or with thoſe who have con- 
tinued wilfully diſobedient to him. 
What will you think, when you are 
about leaving this world, of your own 


id - „ 
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contemptuous neglect of the worſhip of 
God, or of your not admoniſhing, and 
obliging thoſe of your houſhold, to re- 
ſort to the places appointed for it, on his 
Sabbaths ? Will you not, on a review of 
your behaviour in this reſpect, become con- 
ſcious, that you yourſelves, and thoſe of 
your family, muſt then appear under one 
and the ſame character of ſervants? For 
in this ſtile the Great Judge of quick and 
dead will addreſs all who are ſummoned to 
2 Well done, goed end faithſul ſer- 
vant ; or, O thou wicked" and Hot hful fer- 
amt: For ſervants we all of us are of 
the Moſt High God. And ſhall we de- 
fraud, rob him of that honour which is 
due unto him from thoſe, who are more 
truly, more rightfully, his ſervants than 
they are ours? Shall we refuſe to let 
. him have even a ſmall portion of that day 

he hath ſanctified? For it is but a very 
foul part thereof which is required for 


| 
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publick worſhip. Shall we make ourſelves 
partakers of all that guilt, which others 
have contracted thro* our bad example, or 
through the want of that ſeaſonable in- 
ſtruction we ourſelves ſhould have given 
them, or which we ſhould have put them 
in the way of receiving from others; and 
not dread, for our having neglected both, 
the ſentence and condemnation of thoſe 
flothful and wicked ſervants, who have 
not only their own faults, but even the fins 
of others to be aceountable for at the 
Jjudgment-ſeat of Chriſt. How terrifying 
a reflection is this! Oh, how much doth 
it concern us carefully to avoid every oc- 
caſion that may awaken it in our minds, in 
thoſe moments of life, when we ſhall be 
leaſt able to bear the diſtreſs and horrors 
that muſt then ariſe from it! Let not 
then the place appointed, ſet apart for, 
and appropriated to this very purpoſe, of 
Jointly offering up our prayers and praiſes 
to God, be unfrequented by us. Let not 
the habitation of his houſe, the place where 


\ 
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his honour dwells, in which he hath bid 
us expect his eſpecial preſence and grace, 
and where his ſaints delight to appear, be 
profanely ſlighted and deſpiſed. Will not 
ſach rude neglect and impious contempt 


give us, whenever we begin to think with 


any ſeriouſneſs, the greateſt, anxiety and 
trouble? How painful will the remem- 
brance be, as often as we reflect, that fo 
far from having been fervent in ſpirit, 
ſerving the Lord, and diligent in promot- 
ing his glory, we have deſerted his wor- 
ſhip, and with-held from him the honour 
that is his due ! Will it give us any good 


hope, or real joy, to be in our laſt mo- 


ments upbraided by our conſciences, that 


we have injured the cauſe, and prevented 
the ſucceſs of religion in the world by 
profaneneſs, or indifference to all the ſa- 


cred inſtitutions of it, inſtead of endea- 


| vouring to. keep alive and cheriſh a ſpirit 


of picty, devotion and charity, in our own 
and others breaſts, and keeping religion 
in countenance, by the encouragement and 
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influence of our on examples? Ther 
guilt of ſuch offenders, if they will re- 
flect on it as they ought, muſt: appear to- 


tbem as a wicked complication. of ingra- 


titude and impiety, and cannot but excite 

the dreadful, yet juſt fear of that divine 
indignation, which muſt be the final por- 
tion of all ſuch, who will not in their day. 
fee the things that belong lo their peace, who 
{corned inſtruction, and would not ſo 
much as put themſelves into the way of 
it, nor ſeek. that divine aſſiſtance, ' which is 
ſo graciouſly offered them, to enable them 
more faithfully to diſcharge their duty, 
and render the means, which God bath ap- 
pointed, effectual for their eternal ſalva- 
tion and happineſs. 


If what I have here written, may prove 
thus beneficial to thoſe, with whom I have 
a more immediate connexion, as their paſ- 


tor, and be of ſuch weight with others, 


who have profanely neglected the aſſem- 


bliog together at the ſolemn ſtated. times. 
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and in the places appointed for publick 
worſhip, as to perſuade them to amend 
their conduct; and if any may be pre- 
vailed with, to appear in the aſſemblies 
of the ſincere worſhippers of God, with 
a better preparation of Heart, and to be- 
have therein in a more decent and devout 
manner, than they have hitherto done; 1 
ſhall rejoice and be thankful to God, as 
my end will be anſwered in this addreſs ts 
them, and the intereſt of religion, and 
their reformation, will be hereby pro- 


moted, to their own private advantage, as 
well as that of the publick. 
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